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Scientific Editors (Elsevier, Burlington, MA, USA):
Front cover image: Matrix metalloproteinases (MMPs): key proteases in
the balance between life and death. First described as major mediators
of frog metamorphosis almost 50 years ago, MMPs are known today
as essential players in multiple physiological and pathological processes.
The diverse and multifunctional role of MMPs is now well established
thanks to technological advances in structural and functional biology,
which expanded our knowledge of their structural and catalytic 
features (depicted is the catalytic domain of MMP-8 in complex with 
a synthetic inhibitor), their broad substrate profile and their complex
array of biological activities. If the formidable spectrum of MMP 
influence is uncontrolled, MMP activity can lead to irreparable tissue
damage and consequently tilt the balance between life and death.
Cover picture kindly contributed by F. Xavier Gomis-Ruth.
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